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The Fenman has been used, both officially and unofficially, as a train name ever since |949.
FLUA is delighted that FCC unit no 365518 is now named The Fenman in memory of
former Vice-Chairman, the late David Forgan. We are equally delighted that FCC unit

365527- the one featured on our logo - is called Robert Stripe, Passengers’ Champion.

For fifty-nine years now, HM Queen Elizabeth Il has reigned

over us - long may she reign! As usual, she spent the Christmas
period at her late father’s “dear old Sandringham,” returning to London on 7
February from Kings Lynn using a FCC train, and making the daily papers
as she stepped aboard at Lynn. We think she must be a contented Fen Line
user — one does not ask — the latest in a long line of royals who have
frequented the King’s Lynn-King’s Cross route. Tailor-made for royalty?

The one thing all royal families need is a In this issue

clear line of succession. “The War of the Main Line, Side Line? page 2
Spanish Succession” then, “China to The Fenman Interview page 3
decide the Dalai Lama’s successor?” Icy blast page 3

Littleport Lines page 4

now - history resounds with “what comes
next?” questions.

Bit too much ‘localism’?

When you’re waiting for the platform number

at King’s Cross, dreading the mad rush, you
don’t really want to think about anything
beyond now! But if you expect to be
commuting for the next umpteen years, then
you also want to know what decisions are
being made now for the service of the future.

For the 20 years 1991 to 2011, King’s Lynn has
been a putative Thameslink destination, Fen Line
trains being envisaged as running right through
central London. 3 years ago, the 125 mph
“Intercity Express” IEP emerged as a new
contender. Last summer's government review
suggested several “credible” IEP alternatives.

FLUA will soon be joining Elizabeth
Truss MP and Stephen Barclay MP to
meet Transport Minister Theresa
Villiers MP: “what comes next?”

Main Line, Side Line? — page 2

One foot in Cambridgeshire, the other in
Norfolk: true, the Fen Line has its
own perspective.

Still, we were aghast to see NCC’s latest
draft transport plan didn’t even
include the line as a ‘strategic’ rail route!

The right-hand side of page 2 explains why
the Fen Line ticks all the boxes.

STOP PRESS!

“l agree that this route plays an important role in
Norfolk's transport network, providing good
connections to Cambridge, London, and beyond.
“...it is also recognised at the national level, a
status we would very much like to see maintained
“I will ensure that the importance of the
King's Lynn to London rail route is reflected...”

Councillor Graham Plant
Cabinet Member for Travel and Transport, Norfolk County Council.

THE FEN LINE

Tel:
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Colin Sampson, Chairman
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The Fenman Interview
David Learner

Home station: Ely

> How often do you use the Fen Line?
DL: | commute 5 out of every 7 days.
> Where do you travel and why?

DL: My commuting is from Ely to King’s Lynn. |
also use the line for leisure trips to The Smoke.

> What’s the service’s worst aspect?

DL: It would have to be the very occasional
unwarranted lateness, because we have no control
over it. It's unexpected and it trips up my day — it
has a domino effect, affecting the running of
Waterstone’s bookshop, where | work.

> What’s its best point?

DL: | love trains. There’s the ability to think,
space to dream and time to enjoy some stunning
countryside, some of the best in England! People
don’t always have vision — | agree that “anyone can
appreciate hills, it takes a connoisseur to appreciate
The Fens:” one fifth land, four fifths sky, never the
same from minute to minute.

> What’s needed the most? Why?

DL: What's needed is for everybody to pay their
fare. | get very miffed by people who abuse the
system. Rail travel isn’t a luxury, it's a necessity — if
you can’t afford it, get off the train! Inevitably one
sees things, people avoiding the clippies and then
bragging about it to their friends. One accepts
barrier gates at King's Cross: why not at King’s
Lynn? I'm fearfully concerned about King’s Lynn’s
apostrophe, the same for King’s Cross. Those who
have no right to remove the royal apostrophe so
often do so. I’'m very anxious that it’s kept!

> Anything else you’d like to say?

DL: [I've commuted on the Fen Line in the
Eighties (Downham Market to London) in the
Nineties (London to Ely) and in the Noughties (from
Ely to King’s Lynn) all on a regular basis. | want to
know that the line is going to be there for a great
number of decades more! It's an Iron Thread from
King’s Lynn to King’s Cross — people have the will to
strengthen it. I'm delighted by the resurgence in
travelling by train — it's never been more popular.
We are in the middle of a second Golden Age of Rail
—let’s enjoy it!

> Finally, is FLUA worthwhile?

DL: My answer is an abundant and manifold
‘ves!’ It's that voice which needs to be heard to

change fixed ideas and to organise the future — to
strengthen that Iron Thread!

Icy blast
Roddy Steen writes -

AS A COMMUTER to London from around
Cambridge for 34 years (the last 18 from
Ely) | have always lived in hope of a steady
improvement in the daily commute (another
example of the triumph of hope over
experience).

But the new timetable coincided with
the freezing weather to instil some
mid-winter blues.

The previous timetable introduced a 7 minute
wait at Cambridge for the 1844 from King’s
Cross before the final dash into Fenland. That
concept has now been extended to mornings so
that what had been the 0754 now leaves Ely 8
minutes earlier at 0746 and we all wait at
Cambridge for the same period of time. That's
8 minutes in bed lost to no purpose at all!

The same thing happens to the train an hour
earlier. This no doubt suits FCC’'s commercial
purposes just fine, but where do the interests of
its loyal passengers come in all this?

The temperature has been below zero morning
and evening and as we waited at Cambridge
those boarding usually and very annoyingly left
the doors open so that the freezing Fenland
wind scoured those huddling inside. What
about announcements in cold weather urging
everyone to close doors instead of absurd
explanations about “alighting and boarding”?

Gloom from these changes was increased by
the effect of the snow. Initially FCC weren’t
fazed by the light sprinkling of snow which was
all that most of Fenland experienced or by the
greater quantities south of Cambridge.

But nearer Christmas, as the continuing icy
weather hit their rolling stock, FCC wheeled out
their dreaded emergency timetable to ensure an
adequate (well, just) service. All trains became
stopping trains with a compulsory change at
Cambridge resulting in journeys taking over 1%
hours. Not much Yuletide cheer there.

Sitting on a train which would not couple up
with another one bitter morning, we were
repeatedly told that the coupling-up mechanism
had “jammed solid”. Well who would have
guessed that that would happen? Evidently not
FCC....

My neighbour on the train wondered why
the mechanism hadn’t been protected by a
suitable cover. But then she only runs a
catering business and wouldn’t understand
the proper running of trains!
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8-cars to Watlington!

Regular correspondent David Bell was surprised on
Saturday 8 January. He normally travels in the front
unit of the 8—car 0930 King’s Lynn-King’s Cross,
whereas the bulk of those who get on at Lynn, like
David, do not walk to the front.

Not only was the front unit rather busy but the train
made a special stop at Watlington. The rear unit was
not unlocked until the train arrived at Downham, as
Watlington’s platforms can only take 4 cars.

Other observers have pointed out that a late running
northbound train was turned short at Downham, so
those at Littleport and points south would not have

been aware of anything other than normal.

Cambridge new island platform - buses

MAJOR works at Cambridge mean buses between Ely
and Cambridge expected on 20 and 27 March, 9/10 and
16/17 April, 7/8 and 14/15 May — check nearer the time!

Downham Market station crossing

CCTV LOGS show extensive abuse of the barrow
crossing: Not all trains stop at Downham and the
concern is a tragedy might occur. NR are to take
forward two options. Under evaluation will be: the
installation of lockable wicket gates; and the widening of
the level crossing footways along with complete
removal of the barrow crossing. We have asked that,
should the second option go ahead, a “short cut’
footpath immediately behind the signalbox be installed.

Afternoon tea

IT IS LIKELY that a new 1615 Cambridge-Downham
Market service, calling at all stations, will be introduced
later in the year. If this is so, the 1654 from Kings Lynn
will run 20 minutes or so earlier to accommodate it.

White space

NXEA are consulting about an Ely or Cambridge to
Stansted Airport service, running on the opposite half
hour to the existing Cross-Country service. We support
extra Stansted Airport trains from Cambridge, but not
from Ely — the proposed services from Ely would be
running only minutes apart from existing services.

White grace

NOT the Ghost Train but a gleaming white NXEA train
has been running to and from Lynn on trials. The new
class 379 trains will mainly be used south of Cambridge
but NXEA promises that “at least one” will operate in
Fen Line service each weekday, come the Summer.

Spare a fiver?

“l know fares have increased somewhat, but at King’s
Lynn station they have just installed a new cash
machine opposite the ticket window[s] ... it costs £1.99
per transaction” says George Chappell.

“It's going to be expensive getting out of town now!!!”

Littleport Lines

by Jenny Lowles

| HAVE NOW retired so have escaped from
the daily grind of train travel. However, with
my senior rail card | do enjoy days out and
weekends in London by rail.

Littleport station has hardly changed since my
last ‘Lines’. The vegetation on the banks has re-
appeared with a vengeance so | assume this will
be pruned in the spring. The "permit to travel"
machine has gone but fortunately there is now a
pay machine with a readable screen - for most of
the time anyway. | have not got quite used to the
screen and bought the wrong ticket by mistake
when the "Cambridge" button failed to work.

My fault | know - but it would help if the touch
screen was a bit more responsive.

The timetable is much the same as before - we
are still waiting for an extra Lynn service from
Cambridge between 1635 and 1740 despite extra
trains after then. On my infrequent journeys |
notice the crowds have not diminished so, while
extra seats have been added from Cambridge,
passengers are still squeezed in from Ely in the
morning rush hour.

Finally, could | mention again a topic raised at
the AGM last November? Would it be possible to
give passengers at King's Cross more than 3
minutes notice of the platform from which the
King's Lynn train will be leaving? It does not
matter where one stands to read the boards,
platform 0 and 9a are some distance away from
the main concourse.

For those of us not so fleet of foot, it is a
gamble if we will make it in time!

‘Littleport Lines’ first appeared 10 years ago.
Thanks for a decade of dedication, Jenny!

Ten Years Ago
Tragedy at Hatfield (17 October 2000) was
followed by blanket speed restrictions, recovery
not taking place until well into 2001. “Passengers
expect — and the contract with the government
requires — through services between King’s Lynn
and London” we stressed. ”Except — perhaps -
as a very short term measure, we think a lack
of through services just isn’t on.”

First shall be last?

FINALLY, did anyone see Lucy Kellaway writing in
the ‘FT’ on 24 January about First Great Western’s
website ticket sales Terms and Conditions? “I don’t
think | have ever read a more baffling, boring or
repetitive sentence” she said. Still, FGW - not FCC!

Join us from only £4.50 a year! FLUA Membership,
67 Goodwins Road, KING’S LYNN, Norfolk, PE30 5PE or
www.flua.org.uk/membership

FLUA diary 2011
Saturday 26 November
AGM, King’s Lynn.




